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The Grass Roots Safety Committee Meeting 

January 2007 Minutes

The January edition of the Industrial Building 1 Grass Roots Safety Committee meeting was held on Friday, January 26, 2007 at 2:00PM in the IB1 conference room and presided by the new chairman, Fred Wilson.
Attendees
An invitation was sent to twenty-two non-supervisory Test and Instrumentation Department personnel.  The following attended:

Pennie Hall

Dan Massengill

Frank Rucinski

Mark Thompson

Dean Validis

Dana Walbridge

Randy Ward

Fred Wilson

Note:  Sergey Kotelnikov, Pierre Poirot, Ning Liu and Warren Schappert will be included in the invitation list for the next IB1 GRSC meeting.



Previous Business Continuation:

No previous business concerns.
New Business:

1. Extension cord on floor in control room.  There was a concern over an outlet strip connected to an extension cord running across the floor and creating a trip hazard in the control room.  This is used for powering servers and related equipment in the control room.  
It was noted that the extension cord and the outlet strip were replaced by a surge protector with a longer power cord, however, there is still a violation of NEC Code 400.8(2).  The power cord is routed to an outlet through a hole in the frame of the glass partition separating the control room and Yuenian Huang’s office.  This temporary solution reflects the safest option available by eliminating the trip hazard and the non-compliant use of an extension cord.  Alex Yuan has been informed of the situation and will be taking action to have a new outlet installed on the West wall of the control room.  In process.
2. Concern was brought up as to whether we should use fall protection when working on the crane bridge.  Work on the bridge is most commonly used for changing light bulbs, running cable across the ceiling or accessing a pump-out valve.  The immediate answer is that fall protection is not required if working within the boundary of the railing with both feet planted.  
Note:  According to Rich Ruthe, we are no longer allowed access to the crane bridge without specific safety permission.  Only FESS personnel are allowed on the crane bridge.  Will consider resolved pending review at next meeting.
3. 
Question was asked whether we need to have the harnesses inspected.

According to Rich Ruthe, harnesses do not require periodic inspection but shall be inspected prior to each use.  Also, harnesses are to be discarded after use in a fall.  Will consider resolved pending review at next meeting.

4.
A question was raised as to when the CPS3 LOTO procedure will be updated.  The comment was that it is currently 2 years out of date.  Review of the list of authorized people indicate that the procedure is up-to-date through May 9 of this year.  Will consider resolved pending review at next meeting.

5.
A related question asked about the creation of a new capacitor shorting procedure for the capacitors in the VMTF pit.  Alex Yuan responded that several people have been trained in this procedure already. A copy of this procedure has now been posted on the relay rack South of the VMTF pit..  Will consider resolved pending review at next meeting.

6.
One member suggested that all operators be given NFPA70E training.  Another member added building managers to the suggestion.  Open.
We also discussed the dangers of orthostatic trauma which can result from being suspended by a harness.  The danger of moving from a vertical position to a horizontal position too quickly after being suspended by a harness was also mentioned.  It was suggested that one should keep pedaling their feet and try to stay horizontal if suspended by a harness.  An OSHA bulletin, “Suspension Trauma/Orthostatic Intolerance,” was handed out to attendees after the meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 2:30PM.  This concludes the minutes for the GRSC meeting for January 2007.  

Fred Wilson
