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Doug Kelley


Subject:   TD/MSD Employee Grassroots Safety Committee Minutes of

      April 26, 2007      

Old Safety Concerns:

There has been a safety concern with the new steps attached to the trailers in Technical Division. 

There was almost an accident when someone’s shoe stuck to the platform and almost causing a fall. Falling on this platform could result in a serious injury because of it’s sharpness by design.
There was one reported fall that we know of……. that resulted in some minor scrapes.
Reply to the Grassroots Committee:


Doug:

As agreed, I am providing information to you regarding a concern that was raised in your last Employee Grassroots meeting about the metal stairs that have been installed at the trailer complexes behind ICB.  

There were several factors that went into the decision to purchase the type of stairs that now exist at the trailers:
· The wooden stairs at the Trailer 156/157 complex have presented constant maintenance and safety problems in the past.  As the wood dried out and rotted, the front of the steps have broken off causing people to fall (not seriously) as they descended or ascended the steps.  Splinters on the handrails were also a constant problem, as well as snow and ice in the winter making the steps treacherous.  Even a frosty morning could present dangerously slippery conditions on wooden steps.

· The Fermilab Fire Department (FFD) raised a concern about having wooden steps and platforms between the new trailer complex that was being planned behind ICB, and now exists as T180, T181, T182 and T183.  Therefore some sort of metal stairs and platforms were needed for the trailer complex to alleviate the concerns of the FFD.

· Several sets of stairs came with the new trailers, which were like the ones that were subsequently installed and are now in place at the trailer complex.  The open grating of the steps and platforms were ideal for preventing the accumulation of the snow and ice, and the "teeth", while looking scary, do provide good traction in the winter to prevent slipping.   Therefore additional stairs and platforms of this type were purchased for the trailer complex. 

Overall then, while the metal stairs do present some hazard (lacerations from a fall), they were deemed to be much safer in many regards than wooden steps and platforms.  As with any steps, the hazards from their use can be greatly reduced if people use the handrails as the descend or ascend the stairs.

I hope this helps you respond to the concern raised in your committee.  Do not hesitate to talk to me if you have any additional questions.

Rich
This safety concern has been closed.

New Safety Concerns: 
*None*

